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intelligence of his demise, for fear of causing in him too
great an affliction. They took every possible precaution,
and devised various means for preparing the king's mind
to bear with composure the loss lie had sustained. As
soon as the monarch, understood what the courtiers in-
tended to say, lie fainted three times in succession. Each
time steam baths and an abundant pouring of water over
the head restored him to consciousness. When lie became
sensible, lie wailed and lamented for a long time. Recov-
ering from the shock of his deep affliction, lie desired to
assuage the grief caused by Bu.ddli.Vs death by procuring
some of his relics. For that purpose a messenger was
despatched to the Mall a princes with the following re-
quest : " You are the descendants of the great Thamadat;
I too, who rule over the Magatha country, boast of the
same noble origin. For this reason, I put forward my
claim for obtaining the possession of some of Buddha's
relics, which are now his representatives. I will give
directions for the erection of a beautiful and tall dzetli
wherein they shall be deposited. I and my people shall
have thus an object of worship." The princes of Wethalie
and of the neighbouring states sent a similar request.
Those of Kapilawot and Aiekapa followed their example.
The kings of Rain a and JPawa, the pounhas of Withadipa
also sent in their reclamations, with a threat of having
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